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Dear Councillor  Bradshaw

Spending plans – investment in walking

As council tax payers and users of a wide range of services, members of the Bristol Ramblers Group are conscious of the extremely difficult decisions that the Council will have to make in the forthcoming spending round.  We are pleased to see that the budget proposals for 2001/12 do not appear to include any reductions in direct expenditure on walking, but we are concerned that reductions in non-statutory transport, planning staff and legal support could reduce capacity if not carefully managed. We are also conscious that further budget reductions will be required in future years.

Walking has a major part to play in:

· improving public health. We welcome the work done by Active Bristol, and we believe that it would make long-term economic sense to build on it.

· reducing pressure on the city’s transport infrastructure. We welcome the  work towards a Walking Strategy for the city, and we believe that the potential pay-back is proportionately much greater than the return on much more capital-intensive forms of investment in transportation.

· sustaining the attractiveness of Bristol, as a location for economic activity and as a visitor attraction.  Much has been done to increase the attractiveness of the centre and other locations, and Bristol should protect its competitive advantage in these areas.

· enhancing well-being and quality of life across the city. The psychological benefits of exercise  are now widely understood. and this form of exercise is available to most members of the population, regardless of means.

The Bristol Ramblers Group is one of the largest in the country (with over 900 members), and provides one of the largest programmes of walks. We are not seeking funds for our group activities, but we ask you to consider the benefits that relatively modest investment in walking can bring. For all of the reasons set above, we would urge you to sustain investment in walking as far as possible.

In particular, we are concerned that capacity should be maintained for:

· The maintenance,  protection  and promotion of footpaths and other rights of way. Dedicated rights of way staff are essential to ensure paths are properly signed, publicized, and kept free of obstruction. It is important to retain the legal expertise to take action against those who deliberately block paths. The Ramblers and other groups can help with signage, physical obstructions and  publicity, such as the excellent booklets produced jointly with the Council this year, to make the most of the  Council’s investment.  
· Transport planning. Bristol needs a Walking Strategy with clear targets as part of the Local Transport Plan. The energy and focus of the Cycling City campaign needs now to be applied to walking.

· Green spaces.  The Council needs to capitalize on the green spaces that are currently or potentially valuable for walking and manage them appropriately 

· Planning.  Green spaces and walking routes should be key parts of the emerging Local Development Framework. There need to be sufficient specialist planning staff to ensure this, including through the negotiation of section 106 agreements with developers.  
We are copying this letter to all councillors because walking is important throughout the city and policies to promote it should be an integral part of many Council programmes.

Yours sincerely
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